CHAPTER VI.
DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH OF THE CONSCIENCE.
THE vital, the burning, philosophical question of the present day relates to the development of the conscience. It divides itself into two. Is the conscience developed? If it be so, does this interfere with its authority ?
I. Is the conscience developed ? If so, out of what ? Out of the original elements, whatever they be, of which matter is composed ? Out of atoms or molecules, or out of centres of mechanical power, or out of monads (of Leibnitz) ? There is really no evidence of any of these being able to produce conscience. I suppose it may be assumed that a cause cannot communicate what it has not. There is no proof that a pound weight can balance a hundred pounds, that a mechanical impulse can produce life, that a mass of matter, say of clay or ice or gold, can produce a thought or a sentiment. I presume there is no moral power in the original atom or molecule or force centre, and I do not see how it ever can give what it has not itself got. They tell us that it comes in somehow, they cannot tell how, by the combination of the original powers, and goes down by heredity. It may be allowed that heredity might hand it clown if it once had it. But if it has not got it, it cannot transmit it. Observation gives us no instance of a combination of material particles being able to produce the judgment and the sentiment which discerns between good and evil, which tells us that it is wrong to tell a lie. On the other